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his year’s “One Great Hour of Sharing” offering is 
scheduled for March 30th, the 4th Sunday in Lent.  
“OGHS”  is probably the most widely recognized of 

the six denomination-wide “special Sundays”, as it has been 
observed by many denominations, not just Methodists, for over 
sixty years. Have you ever wondered where this offering goes 
after it leaves the RVUMC offering plate?  The basic answer is 
“UMCOR”. [the United Methodist Committee on Relief]  As the 
website “umcgiving.org” explains, UMCOR is humanitarian 
arm of The United Methodist Church. OGHS gifts underwrite 
UMCOR’s “costs of doing business.” That means every penny of 
every gift you make to a specific UMCOR project will be spent on 
that project—not on home office administrative costs.

Offering gifts over and above those used to cover administrative 
costs are channeled where they’re most needed….

UMCOR receives no World Service funds or any other 
apportionments. Your gifts mean we’re right there with 
hardworking families, people affected by storms or war, disaster 
or disease. Self-sufficiency is the goal.

UMCOR works in over 80 countries, including the U.S.  
So—your OGHS offering enables ministry to people who may be 
in Prattsville…or the Philippines; Biloxi….or Burundi.  That’s a 
mighty impressive reach for the “One Great Hour” offering.

That shouldn’t surprise us, though.  The gifts we give, and the 
time we spend, in nurturing our Christian faith, have a way of 
“bearing fruit” beyond our imaginings—rather like the seed 
sown on fertile soil that yields thirty…sixty…a hundredfold (see 
Matthew 13, Mark 4 and Luke 8 for the parable of the sower).  
With hearts changed and renewed by Christ, we and our gifts 
make a difference in our world, far and near.

Please look through this newsletter for the various ways in which 
YOU can make a difference with an hour…or a few hours…or 
even twenty minutes of your time.  Our upcoming services of 
worship for Holy Week and Easter are important ways of bearing 
witness to God’s powerful, world-changing work in Jesus.  
Please join us for as many as you can.

Grace and peace,  Caroline

What difference can an hour make?

Late-breaking Lenten study! 
nited Methodist pastor Mike Slaughter’s small 
group study, Change the World, is on its way.  
Pastor Caroline has ordered several study guides 

and the six-session DVD and will start either the first or 
second Wednesday of April, probably 6:45 in the evening; 
with possible Thursday 9 am session if there’s interest.  
Contact Pastor C. if you’d like to be a part of it.

to the Bogart family on the birth of 
twins!

Emma Rose and Chloe Ann, born February 19th.,
Paul and Jennifer are the proud new parents; 

Oliver is new grandfather; 
and Helen is great-grandmother (again!) 

Congrats!!!
Double

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

7 pm Holy Communion and Tenebrae   

      

Passion Sunday, April 13th

RVUMC open for prayer and meditation
from noon to 3
Joint Worship with area churches.
Bloomington Reformed Church, 7:00

2 pm Cantata
 "No Stone Could Hold Him"

Easter Sunday, April 20th 6:30 am "Son Rise" service 
at Camp Epworth (Lucas Tpk.)

10:00 am Worship Celebration!

Good Friday, April 18th

Maundy Thursday, April 17th

Holy Saturday, April 19th

10 am worship
Palm Sunday/



his children’s song does not mean that we should be 
meeting under a bare tree, sitting in the snow.  It does mean 
that our building is a place where we can grow our 

relationship with God and with each other.  When these happen we are 
a church regardless of our physical surroundings.  We value our 
special building because of the possibilities it opens to us and the ties 
which we have with those within it. As a church we look beyond our 
doors and attempt to bring God’s grace and our love and care to the 
community and larger world.
 
All of this is part of Christian Stewardship; making the best use of 
what we have been given, not only financially but with our presence, 
ideas, time and talents.  The RV Church will be having its financial 
pledging time after Easter.  Our heating and plowing bills are 
astronomical so the pledge drive is especially important this year as 
are our fundraising events.  Right now there are many ways in which 
we can be good stewards:
   Being present for special Lenten programs
   Ushering (greeting and bulletin hand out)   
   Occasionally being worship leader
   Helping to clean the building                      
   Singing with the choir
   Being the facilitator for a Second Sunday Supper
   Occasionally helping with a church school class (3rd grade level)
        (Our kids are our future!)                                                         
   Filling our mission school bags
   Making cookies and helping to sell them at the cookie sale on April 12
   Praying for the mission of our church
   Bringing items for the Food Pantry
   Signing up for one of the many positions available for the May 3
         Garden Tea. (At least 20 people are needed for this event)                        
   Sprucing up the yard (the snow will leave)
 
To be a church we all have to do a part depending on our abilities, 
strength and interest.
Try something you’ve never done.  You may discover that it isn’t for 
you or it may being you real fulfillment.
 
(Personal note:  At the Sauerbraten Dinner I was needed to wait on 
table.  I never do this and always find jobs in the kitchen.  I did what 
was needed, survived it and will continue to work in the kitchen, a 
place for which I am better suited.  You don’t know and grow until 
you try!).
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... Minutes to vacuum the hall and narthex, to sweep and 
mop the kitchen floor, to clean the altar and vacuum the carpet 
in the sanctuary, to sweep and dust the sanctuary, to sweep and 
mop the coffee hour floor, to collect and put out the trash and 
recycling or to clean the class rooms.  Do you have twenty 
minutes a month?
     Sign-up sheet is on the kitchen wall. The few who have been 
doing these 20 minute jobs each week for the past two plus 
years to keep our church clean and welcoming need your help. 
Please, give 20 minutes once a month or whenever you can. 
Cleaning supplies are also appreciated.      

Here at RVUMC May 3, 2014 10am - 5 pm, we need cookie 
bakers, tea brewers and servers, we need plants and related 
items to sell and we need vendors.  It is hoped we can have a 
mini - seminar or two on a related subject.  Categories include 
but are not limited to: Garden, vegetable, flowering, house, 
herbal, trees and succulent plants; garden tools, supplies, 
furniture, birdhouses, toys, equipment, landscape and décor; 
farm eggs, milk, honey and maple products, preserves and 
canning; seeds, bulbs, florist, and potters; artists, oil, acrylic, 
water color, pen & ink, photography, carvers and garden 
sculpture. One booth per category $30 inside and $20 outside 
10 x 10’ spaces available.  Call Elaine (845) 687-9061 for more 
information, to reserve a space or to be a presenter on any 
category subject.    

Remember that the time is coming for our annual EASTER 
COOKIE SALE ON SATURDAY , APRIL 12 from 9:30-2 at 
the church.  Start up your ovens and please volunteer to help that 
day.  We will have two ‘shifts” and the sign up sheet is in the 
back of the church
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“In the Garden, Tea” and Plant Sale

E SC

Mary Jones, Stewardship Chp.

the Church Is People!
Mission Report:“The Church Is Not a Building —

 
uilty-guilty-guilty….. That would be us.  How 
many times have we left the house on Sunday morning 
without bringing something for the Food Pantry??  I 

know I have done this three out of four Sundays.  I can’t blame 
my age, my husband, and my eyesight (not seeing the items 
before walking out the door). I have to come up with some fool 
proof plan----any ideas? 
     I will soon be out shopping for school supplies to fill the 
wonderful handmade school bags.  The Ad Council has voted on 
spending $200. from the mission fund, so a shopping I will go.  If 
anyone still wants to contribute items or money, please feel free 
to do so, all items on the list are welcome.  Children need to have 
school supplies wherever they are in the world.  There are so 
many refugees from Syria alone.

Sympathy
to the family of Carol Van Exel, 

who died at Vassar Hospital.
Her son Richard Weig and family are in High Falls.

Thank you,
Judy

It Only Takes Twenty…



The wall banners we have had in the past are worn, tattered and 
faded. We would like to make new ones but need your input. If 
you have an idea for a theme, scripture or holiday, please share it 
with Elaine or Nancy.  

visit us at:  www.rvumc.org (work in progress)

2014 Calendar through June 25

UMCOR School Kit Bag Program

 

 

March 30 - Fourth Sunday in Lent
April 6 - Fifth Sunday in Lent
April 12 - Easter Cookie Sale
              10:00 AM-2:00 PM at the church
April 13 - Palm Sunday Service 10:00 AM
April 13 - Second Sunday Supper 5:30 PM
April 17 - Maundy Thursday Service 7:00 PM at RVUMC
April 18 - Good Friday Service 7:00 PM 
                            (Bloomington Reformed Church)
April 17 - Ad Council meeting 6:30 PM
April 19 - Easter Cantata Community Performance                         
               2:00 PM at RVUMC
April 20 - Son Rise Service 6:30 AM at Camp Epworth
                 Easter Service 10:00 AM
 
 
May 3 – Tea in the Garden and Plant Sale               
May 11 - Trustee meeting after Church
May 11 - Second Sunday Supper 5:30 PM
May 15 - Ad Council meeting 6:30 PM
May 18 - Newsletter articles due
May 25 - Newsletters distributed
 
 
June 4-7 - Annual Conference
June 8   - Second Sunday Supper 5:30 PM
June 19 - Ad Council 6:30 PM
June 25 - RVHS Baccalaureate (location TBD)  
 

Rondout valley food pantry
(687-4013) is in need of  donations.

There is a large white bucket in the RV narthex
  “Feed the Hungry”

Please bring non-perishable food items to church.
Stephen will take them to the Food Pantry every week.

(845) 687-9090
(845) 687-4868

CHURCH PHONE:
PARSONAGE:

e-mail for newsletter:    bartok@braxtonh.com
  

Don’t Forget.
  

Thanks to Elaine 
Fiore, Nancy Taylor, 
Mary Jones and Pastor 
Caroline for facilitating the 
meeting and luncheon for the District Day Apart held at the RV 
Church.  Over 40 attended this well planned and appreciated 
program.
 
What is known in some parts of the Catskill Hudson District as the 
“Fat Sunday Service” was held at the Olive Bridge Church.  The 
highlights of the service were the music group and our own Perry 
Cobb, who did not sing, but gave a very good short talk about his 
relationship with the nature which God has created.
 
Attendance at the Second Sunday Suppers has been good in spite 
of the winter weather.  Usually over thirty are in attendance.  
Everyone is invited to be part of this-just bring a dish to share and 
have fun!
 
Have you thought about how notices about our church and its 
events get to appear in the local papers?  Nancy Taylor is our 
faithful correspondent as well as “sign letterer”.  The latter was 
tough this winter-her boots weren’t high enough!
 
Also, how does the church bulletin get done each week?  Pastor 
Caroline sends the information to Brian and Wendy Lowe.  They 
put it properly on the computer and send it to Arnold Jones who 
prints a copy.  This he takes to Chrisi at the print shop, along with 
the blanks which Pastor Caroline has dropped off.  Later, Arnold 
picks up the printed bulletins, folds them and brings them to 
church.  Amazingly, this almost always works!
 
It’s tax time again.  If you are fortunate enough to be getting a 
refund, it would be great if you could share it with the church to 
help pay our very large fuels and plowing bills this winter.  Like 
many folks, our budget is askew!

Heavy duty fabric, two pieces 15” x 19” and two pieces 4” x 23” is 
all it takes to make a school bag for a child in a developing 
country. If you have any such fabric or can sew the pattern is 
available in the rear of the sanctuary or on line at the UMCOR site, 
(UMCOR.org) look for “Relief Supplies.  The finished bags 
(once filled with school supplies) will be sent to UMCOR. See 
Mary, Nancy, Pastor Caroline or Elaine for more info.              

THANK YOU to the many people who turned out and helped on 
Friday March 21st for the potluck supper/presentation/silent 
auction of Kenyan handcrafts to support Kristen (Paulson) Holt 
and Andy Holt’s mission work with Kenyan children through 
Pamoja.  Kristen and Andy are now traversing the continent for the 
next month and will be back “in town” shortly before their return 
to Kenya in May.
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Rondout Valley 
United Methodist Church

Saturday, April 19 at 2:00 p.m.

Corner of 209 and Schoonmaker

A Cantata for Easter

Stone Could Hold Him
No


